SCAI

Society for Cardiovascular
Angiography & Interventions

Officers

James B. Hermiller, MD, MSCAI
President

Srihari S. Naidu, MD, FSCAI
President-Elect

J. Dawn Abbott, MD, FSCAI
Vice President

Joaquin E. Cigarroa, MD, MSCAI
Secretary

George D. Dangas, MD, MSCAI
Immediate-Past President

Arnold Seto, MD, MPA, FSCAI
Treasurer

Trustees

Allison Dupont, MD, FSCAI
Thomas E. Fagan, MD, MSCAI
Dmitriy Feldman, MD, FSCAI
Kusum Lata, MD, FSCAI

Andrew Klein, MD, FSCAI
Binita Shah, MD, FSCAI

Triston Smith, MD, FSCAI
Goran Stankovic, MD, PhD, FSCAI

Rajesh V. Swaminathan, MD, FSCAI

Molly Szerlip, MD, FSCAI

Trustees for Life
Frank J. Hildner, MD, FSCAI

William C. Sheldon, MD, FSCAI

Chief Executive Officer

Francesca M. Dea, CAE

1100 17th Street, NW, Suite 400 ® Washington, DC 20036-4628 ® www.scai.org

The Honorable Lori Trahan
2439 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Mariannette Miller Meeks,MD
1034 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Reps. Trahan and Miller-Meeks:

On behalf of the Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions (SCAI) and the
patients and families we serve, we write in strong support of the “Accelerating Kids’ Access
to Care Act” (H.R. 4758/S.2372). Thank you for your leadership in introducing this
important and bipartisan legislation that currently has over 120 co-sponsors. As you know,
this bill would improve access to care for children enrolled in Medicaid including care
provided by interventional cardiologists.

Across the United States there is currently a shortage of medical specialists including
cardiologists. A recent study found that 46.3% of counties (86.2% of those are rural
counties) don’t have a single cardiologist in them. 10% of counties have only a single
cardiologist. For interventional cardiologists those numbers are even lower. Counties that
have a cardiologist in them patients have to travel 16 miles round trip. In counties without
a cardiologist in them that number jumps up to 87 miles round trip.

We need to make it easier for patients to access the care they need. The Accelerating Kid’s
Access to Care Act does this by making it easier for children to receive care from
interventional cardiologists, physicians and other health care providers outside of their
home state. H.R. 4758/S. 2372 seeks to simplify the Medicaid out-of-state provider
enrollment process and allows them to see a physician outside of their home state where
one might not be available. It would remove barriers to care in scenarios in which the out-
of-state physician or health care provider must first be screened and enrolled in the child’s
home state Medicaid program, despite already being enrolled within their own state’s
Medicaid program.

The Accelerating Kid’s Access to Care Act will create a national enrollment pathway to help
alleviate the administrative burden on interventional cardiologists and other health care
providers while ensuring that children are able to receive out-of-state care when they need
it. We are very pleased to support this legislation. Thank you for championing the
Accelerating Kid’s Access to Care Act.

We look forward to working with you to advance this measure through the legislative
process. Let us know how we can be of assistance to you in the future.

Mark £

Mark Hoyer, MD, FSCAI
Co-Chair, SCAI Advocacy Committee

Sincerely,

Arnold Seto, MD, FSCAI
Chair, SCAI Advocacy Committee



https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/nearly-half-us-counties-dont-single-cardiologist-rcna160229

